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STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL Meeting @ The Moot Hall                             

ON Thursday 14th December 2023 at 7.30pm  

 

Chairman: Cllr Kerry Barnes 

In attendance: Cllr Mackenzie, Cllr Borges, Cllr Hill and Cllr Rust 

Also present: Cllr Garrod 

Clerk: Mrs Julia Howard 

M I N U T E S  

23/157     Welcome and to receive apologies for absence - Apologies received from Cllr Hexter, Cllr Swaby, Cllr 

Denning, Cllr Westrope and Cllr Schwier. 

23/158     Declarations of Interest - none 
23/159     To approve the minutes (previously circulated) of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th November 
2023. Proposed as a true record by Cllr Mackenzie, seconded by Cllr Hill, all voted in agreement.  
23/160    Question Time - none           
23/161     Invitation to Cllr Peter Schwier, Essex County Council and Cllr Diana Garrod, BDC  to address the 
meeting on matters of mutual interest. Cllr Garrod gave a brief update on her report which is available on the PC 
website.  
23/162    Planning Applications 

 
No need to pass comment on either of these.  
Decisions:  

 
 
23/163   Neighbourhood development plan – No further progress; awaiting for submission to Braintree District 
Council.  
23/164 Financial Matters                               To note and Decision          

Item 1. To note receipts and approve upcoming payments. Approval proposed by Cllr Rust, seconded by 
Cllr Bordes, all in agreement. 

   Item 2. Bank Reconciliation -latest Bank reconciliation completed by the clerk and passed to Cllr Hill 
to check and confirm. 

  Item 3. Budget and precept setting - Budget planning zoom call to be scheduled for January, prior to the 
PC meeting. Budget suggestion will come to the January PC meeting, the submission deadline is 31stJanuary.  
   Item 4. Grants update and clerk’s report – the paperwork for the grants the PC has been offered have 
now been returned. The PC has been successful in 3 grant applications.  
There have been more member of the public complaints about out of sync, very bright led street lights, these 
have been reported via the ECC online portal, however there is no feedback or communication regarding the 
problems and the repairs haven’t been done.  
23/165  Churchyard Wall working group – recent meetings have been useful and determined that official advice 
is required from heritage and diocese responsibilities. There has been a recommendation that the wall is repaired 
rather than rebuilt, which carries the risk of needing to be done again. Work continues on the scoping exercise.  
23/166  Maintenance of Cemetery – update following last meeting, still awaiting confirmation of details from DG 
Landscapes following discussions last month. Once received, the PC will look to approve the spend of around 
£2000.      
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23/167  Working Groups – revisiting the need for Council led working groups to include maintaining the 
cemetery, Bumpstead in Bloom, Camping close etc. 
The PC would like to set up more official working groups rather than ad hoc groups, and have a calendar of 
activities throughout the year. The Bumpstead in Bloom daffodil planting session worked very well and would like 
to replicate this sort of thing and increase the sense of ownership.    
Next up, there is a need for a working group to clear the top carpark at the camping close. Leaves can be put in 
the compost bins in that area. Cllr Rust will lead this group on Sunday 7th January 10am meeting at the Camping 
Close carpark – bring your neighbours, wheelbarrows, gloves, safety glasses etc.      
23/168  Management of land behind Weatherheads site- it appears there’s a strip of land unadopted. Chairman 
Cllr Barnes would like to make contact with the management group to find out what their plans are for 
maintaining the land.    
23/169   Open Spaces and Footpaths Update                   To note and Decision 
    Item 1. Update on items from last month – hedge at Village Hall, Cllr Rust will take a look at this, fence 
by Tanyard’s Chairman Cllr Barnes to follow up, work to basketball court to be done in January, play surface 
pending, awaiting a meeting with contractors to see if we can reduce the cost.      
 Item 2. Tree maintenance – the work has commenced, following a short delay. Matt has removed the 
dead tree at the Village Hall and is hoping to remove the ones from the Camping Close later this week.  
23/170   Christmas Switch-On and Mini stalls – update on event. Lots of positive feedback, it worked well, need a 
few timing adjustments. Very well attended and supported. To be reviewed in January.  
23/171  Information Sharing –  the silent soldiers need to be taken down and stored, poppies have been 
taken down and put into storage. Xmas tree collections on 13th Jan 8-8.30am at VH. Boxing Day walk 11am details 
in the yellow book. Cllr Mackenzie – broken drain cover at Haverhill road, had a bollard over it, but keeps being 
moved, large hole, not very safe but has been reported. Cllr Borges – none, Cllr Hill - none, Cllr Rust - none.   
 
23/172  Meeting Close & Date of Next meeting  - next meeting January 11th. Meeting closed 9.30pm. 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Signed by Chairman …………………… 
 
Date ……………………………………………. 
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