STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING @ The Lecture Hall
ON Thursday 8th JULY 2021 at 7.30pm

Minutes
Chairman: Cllr Kerry Barnes (Chairman)
Present: Cllr Borges, Cllr Fellows, Cllr Mackenzie, Cllr Westrope, Cllr Girvan, Cllr Hill
Also in Attendance: Cllr Peter Schwier
Parish Clerk: Julia Howard
Members of the Public: four members of the public
Welcome and Apologies – Apologies from Cllr Garrod & Cllr Rust. This was not voted on.
21/211

21/212

Declarations of Interest - Planning Item 21/01956&7 Cllr Fellows declares an interest and
declares that he may comment but will not vote on the matter.

21/213

Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated) – minor amendment to those earlier

21/214
21/215

21/216

circulated to the Parish Councillors with regard to item 21/199 Cllr Mackenzie proposed to accept
these as a true account, seconded by Cllr Girvan, all voted in agreement.
Question Time – a question was circulated by one member of the public (please see appendix a),
The Chairman thanked the member of the public and advised that he will respond in writing to the
question.
District Councillor’s Report – Appendix B. The Chairman highlighted road closures on second
page (insert para).
Mill Road, Church Hill, Helions Bumpstead, due to commence on 6th July 2021 for 15 days
while County Broadband Ltd undertakes to allow safe working with the carriageway.
Water Lane, Helions Bumpstead, due to commence on 20th July 2021 for 8 days while County
Broadband Ltd undertakes superfast fibre optic broadband installation.
Sages End Road, Helions Bumpstead due to commence on 27th July 2021 for 14 days while County
Broadband Ltd undertakes superfast fibre optic broadband installation.
Birdbrook Road, Birdbrook due to commence on 31st August 2021 for 3 days whilst Essex County
Council undertakes carriageway patching.
Haverhill Road, Wiggins Green, Copy Hill due to commence on 9th September 2021 for 21 days
while County Broadband Ltd undertakes superfast fibre optic broadband installation.

County Councillor’s Report – no report has been submitted.
Cllr Schwier spoke about the 7 pieces of useful information which have been circulated to the
Parish Councils over the last month, including the Highways Highlight, Better community transport
workforce and New Care technology, which is a new development of digital care offering services
to delay the need to go into care services / enabling people to live longer in their own homes.
Further info: ECC have completed installing solar panels on 15 schools across Essex, more to follow.
Maldon has now opened up as part of the National Trail which is 2700miles long, this will be a well
walked route and likely to increase tourism to the area. Route Description - England Coast Path

- East - National Trails

21/217

Last week, over 8000 pupils were self-isolating, which has an effect on their learning outcomes and
mental health. ECC hope to minimise this going forward, as the vaccination rate is increased.
Notably, hospital admissions have not increased significantly which is positive.
The ECC Cycling survey has recently closed, the Chairman raised that cycle routes through rural
villages like Steeple Bumpstead would be hard to achieve safely, however there are a number of
disused railways which could make lovely cycle routes, with permission from landowners.
Essex Climate Change Commission – A report was circulated (appendix c) Cllr Schwier, as
the Climate tsar, kindly told us more.
ECC used a panel of 30 independent experts, to form the Climate Change Commission. The aim was
to look at the overall energy usage within the County, aiming to get to 0% net renewable energy
and Carbon Neutral, whilst allowing growth of business, employment and development. There
were 4 main core pillars. The official launch of their report is 20th July, (this is by invitation only)
and ECC will look at those recommendations from the report and feed back to the commission and
together develop a plan of achievable actions.

Mrs J Howard Clerk to the Parish Council
01787 237999 clerk@steeplebumpstead-pc.org

Signed by the chairman:
Dated:

21/218

Planning & Consultations prior to the Parish Council meeting, the Planning Working Group

21/219

Finance and Administration

access the current planning applications and associated documents for review, then can advise the
Council at monthly meetings of the PC.
ITEM 1. Applications / Decisions
21/01956/TPCON – 66 Lion Meadow – The application is linked to 21/01957/TPCON and is to
remove two large trees which are close to the fenced boundary –Although they are in the
conservation area and the Parish Council does not generally agree with tree removal, these are not
trees of significant value. The Parish Council, planning working group, have reviewed photographs
provided and has been informed that a replacement tree will be planted and so consider that it is
acceptable on this occasion to fell the trees associated with each application.
The Planning Working Group presented this view to the Parish Council who do not object to this
application, on the stipulation that at least one replacement tree will be planted on the plot where
these two are removed.
21/01957/TPCON – 64 Lion Meadow – as above
21/02009/OUT – land at side of, 50 Water Lane – outline planning permission, reserved
matters. This is for 9 houses on water lane, at the edge of the village. The Parish Council has always
objected to development outside the village envelope. There is also inappropriate vehicular access
to water lane. The Clerk is to draft a response and confirm this with Cllr Borges prior to posting on
the planning portal
21/01709/TPCON – 39 North Street re: felling of 5 trees behind the village shop. This was on
the previous months’ agenda and minutes. The PC has commented its concern, as no reasons were
given as to why the trees should be removed. The PC has since been provided with information
that they are interfering with the telegraph lines and poles; however, the PC has already
commented and the application expired on 5th July. No further action.
ITEM 2. Neighbourhood Plan (standing Item) – We are at a standstill whilst the Chairman seeks
to obtain the next tranche of funding.
Local Plan for BDC is on web view. It details housing need and policies applicable to Braintree
District.

ITEM 1. Clerk’s report – see appendix D. There was a discussion around the purchase of a
laptop and software upgrade, which had been agreed at the previous meeting and since paid out.
It was clarified that the Clerk now has a desktop computer and a laptop with up-to-date software
and anti-virus. Cllr Borges proposal to accept this as an accurate account and Cllr Hill seconded, all
in agreement.
ITEM 2. Adoption of Policies, FOI & Co-Option. Two policies were presented for adoption, they
have been reviewed by the policy working group and amended where necessary. Next month,
drafts policies of communication/ email policy and complaints plus schedule of charges will be
reviewed.
Cllr Girvan proposes that both policies are adopted, Cllr Barnes seconded, all voted in agreement.
The Policies will be published on the PC’s website.
ITEM 3. Annual Confirmation of Appointment of RFO – the Clerk currently undertakes this duty and
there is no indication to make changes to this arrangement. Reconfirmed by Cllr Fellows, seconded
by Cllr Borges all voted in agreement.

21/220

Highways & Footpaths - Cllr Borges has been approached regarding speeding of vehicles on
Water Lane. This has been an ongoing matter, particularly as Lockdown was lifted. Chairman Cllr
Barnes will speak to Lorraine re starting up Speed Watch again, targeting this area in particular.
The Parish Council could also put in a request to the Highways Panel for a traffic calming approach.
The PC could also consider a lighted / smiley face indicator to encourage vehicles to reduce their
speed. Clerk to approach other clerks to see how they have handled this type of situation, and
whether any have used or got funding for portable smiley face road speed devices.
The new layby by the cemetery is now on the highways panel list, although we don’t have a
timeframe for when this will be done.

Mrs J Howard Clerk to the Parish Council
01787 237999 clerk@steeplebumpstead-pc.org

Signed by the chairman:
Dated:

ITEM 1. Reports of overgrown walkways and hedges – the footpath off Blois Road is
completely unpassable, it is used for the 10k run and usually cut for that, however due to Covid the
10k run was cancelled and the growth has continued. Also at Freezes barns footpath, this is
overgrown and unpassable. Chairman Cllr Barnes has requested that the PC landscapes contractor
attends to these.
Hedgerows and gardens undergrowth overhanging public footpaths and rights of way, particularly
by the school – clerk to write to the school and ask them to address this.
North street hedges/trees which are cut by highways are overgrown and causing an obstruction –
clerk to report to Highways.
The verge is too overgrown at the Endway, the turn off to Haverhill, and the New England junction
is also an unsafe junction due the over grown verges.
There is an overgrown cherry tree causing a nuisance at the end of Bower Hall drive to
Finchingfield rd. – Clerk to ask Alex, Country Gardens to prune the overhanging branch.
Broad green pedestrian bridge is so overgrown it is unpassable, chairman to check whether
Highways can do this otherwise instruct Country Gardens to.

21/221

Open Spaces
ITEM 1. ROSPA report, actions to be taken – Cllr Mackenzie has put together a list of
recommendations following the inspection report. The report was created before the new
equipment was put in, and the new play bark, so part is already out of date / remedied.
Many of the issues raised have been rectified already, leaving a number of minor items, such as a
protruding bolt which needs filing etc.
Other larger issues raised were the slide and climbing frame, a number of wooden supports have
been replaced with metal caps, 4 remaining legs will also need to be replaced with metal caps in
the coming years.
Over the coming months Cllr Mackenzie will address what he can do, then in September plans to
present a plan for aspects which will take a bit longer to resolve.
The two benches require attention, they are beginning to show signs of rotting and one is sited too
close to a bin and the fence. Monthly safety inspection was also done.
ITEM 2. Bench replacement and funding – following on from above. Cllr Mackenzie has been
looking at options for replacing the bench above. Looking at a picnic bench, with space for a
wheelchair (and allowing 8 people to use it at a time) Ideally two sited on the Camping close would
be good. CIF funding and District Councillor funding may be useful, Cllr Girvan to commence the
application process. Once again, Cllr Mackenzie, Cllr Girvan and the Clerk will form a short-term
working group.

ITEM 3. Tree Quotes Update & decision – for removal of 1 diseased tree at Humphrey’s
Meadow – three quotes were presented, anonymously, and a decision was made to accept quote

21/222

21/223
21/224

number 2, £1280, (which was from Tree Worx). Cllr Mackenzie proposed to accept this quote and
Cllr Westrope seconded, all were in agreement.
The contractor will also look to make a bench if possible, and to leave wood on site for natural
habitat, and if possible, stack some wood for local to take away. Clerk will inform Matt, from
Treeworx that the PC would like to proceed ASAP and Cllr Mackenzie will attend when he goes, to
ensure access etc.
The Parish Council would be interested to hear if there is a wood sculptor in the village who may
be willing to do something with the truck or some of the wood.
Cllr Mackenzie is meeting on Monday 13th July with SBWEG re: planting of new trees.
ITEM 4. Planting a tree for Michael Mayes – Mrs Mayes would like to have a commemorative
tree planted in his memory, if the PC are happy with this and could suggest an appropriate site. Cllr
Mackenzie to discuss this with SBWEG and Cllr Hill, then liaise with Mrs Mayes.
Information Sharing – Salt bag applications close 27th July. Cllr Fellows- none, Cllr Girvan -none,
Cllr Westrope – none, Cllr Mackenzie – Queens’s platinum event wording to go in the August
yellow book. Cllr Borges – question about SAR request process directed to the Clerk. Cllr Hill –
none.
Next Meeting – Thursday 12th August 2021, 7.30pm venue, Moot Hall if possible, to be
confirmed on agenda.

Meeting Close – 9.17pm

Mrs J Howard Clerk to the Parish Council
01787 237999 clerk@steeplebumpstead-pc.org

Signed by the chairman:
Dated:

Action 1
Action 2
Action 3
Action 4
Action 5
Action 6
Action 7
Action 8
Action 9
Action 10
Action 11
Action 12
Action 13

21/214 Draft response to Member of the Public and send by post
21/218 Agree wording to go on the planning portal and submit consultee
comments
21/219 Item 2. Clerk to publish policies to the PC website, in their final format
21/220 Speak to Lorraine Wright re: speedwatch and restart it
21/220 Speak to other Clerks / PCs re: mobile smiley face signs
21/220 ITEM 1. Request that the PCs landscape contractor attends to the
overgrown footpaths. This may incur additional charges
21/220 ITEM 1. Contact the primary school and ask them to trim the
overgrowing hedges / bushes
21/220 ITEM 1. Contact highways and report overgrown verges as minuted
21/220 ITEM 1. Contact Alex, Country Gardens and ask him to prune the cherry
tree
21/220 ITEM 1. Ask highways to trim Broad Green pedestrian bridge
21/221 ITEM 2. Start the application process for benches
21/221 ITEM 3. Appoint Treeworx to remove tree at Humphries Meadow
21/221 ITEM 4. Liaise with Mrs Mayes and SBWEG re: planting a
commemorative tree

Chairman / Clerk
Clerk / Cllr Borges
clerk
Chairman
Clerk
Chairman
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Chairman
Cllr Girvan
Clerk
Cllr Mackenzie, Cllr
Hill

Signed by the Chairman ……………………….
Date …………………………………………………….
Appendix A – Question from a Member of the Public
Having been a home owner in the Parish, for nearly two years, I have witnessed with dismay the growing unsightly state
of both the pavement and the increasing deterioration of the grade 11 listed church wall, both within the Conversation
area. Now that the PC have earmarked some monies for the wall, do they have a repair and maintenance program,
agreed with Historic England and the Essex Historical Consultant, and if not would they welcome concerned residents
helping them to seek advice and funding, before the deterioration becomes even more costly.

Appendix B – District Councillors report

Mrs J Howard Clerk to the Parish Council
01787 237999 clerk@steeplebumpstead-pc.org

Signed by the chairman:
Dated:

Appendix C – Climate Commission

Essex Climate Action Commission Summer Newsletter.pdf

Appendix D – Clerks Report

Mrs J Howard Clerk to the Parish Council
01787 237999 clerk@steeplebumpstead-pc.org

Signed by the chairman:
Dated:

