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STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL Meeting  

The Moot Hall on Thursday 12th January 2023 AT 7.30pm  

Chairman: Cllr Kerry Barnes 
In attendance: Cllr Westrope, Cllr Mackenzie, Cllr Borges, Cllr Denning, Cllr Hexter, Cllr Swaby, Cllr Hill and 
Cllr Rust 
Also present: Cllr Garrod and Cllr Schwier 
Clerk: Mrs Julia Howard 
Members of the Public: None  

 M I N U T E S  
 

23/001  Welcome and to receive apologies for absence   - none    Chairman 
23/002 Declarations of Interest        Information  

Cllr Westrope, non-pecuniary re: 23/006 
23/003  To approve the minutes (previously circulated) of the Parish Council meeting held in 
December 2022. Cllr Borges proposed to accept these as a true record, seconded by Cllr Hill, all votes were in 
agreement.  
23/004  Question Time - None         
23/005 Invitation to Cllr Peter Schwier, Essex County Council and Cllr Diana Garrod, Braintree 

District Council to address the meeting on matters of mutual interest. 
Cllr Garrod summarised her report, which has been circulated and is on the PC’s website. There are some 
road works in the area, to patch up pot holes. Lanpro Solar presentation was at the Sturmer village hall 
today and will be in our Moot Hall on Monday 16th Jan (and by appointment on Tuesday).  
There was a vote not to increase BDC Members’ allowances this year.The PFCC live event is on Facebook and 
open to the public. There has been an increase in blackmail being reported to the police.   As Cllr Schwier 
was not present the meeting continued with item 23/006. Following item 23/008 Cllr Schwier attended the 
meeting and summarised key messages to the PC. Particularly in relation to the increases in Council tax, and 
where it is being used. 3% is a small increase, and is delivering a responsive service for health and social care 
which accounts for 2% of the increase, by providing a good social care provision, the CC is working to reduce 
the delayed discharge and pressure on the health care provisions / hospitals.  
The meeting then returned to item 23/009  
23/006 Electrics at the Moot Hall - to agree measures following Xmas event   Decision 
We had a successful Christmas event with regard to the electrics, no power outages etc. However, the Moot 
Hall Charity require some works to be done for a permanent solution, there is a small sum of money 
remaining in the Christmas event fund which can be put toward the solution, if agreed. Return to this item 
after a final xmas event review meeting – to be scheduled. 
 
23/007 Planning Applications  

 
Maltings farm has been given prior approval; however, the PC do not feel that the concerns raised have 
been heard and will follow up with the planning department / cabinet representative.  
22/03999/VAR – the PC support this variation.  
22/00378/TPOCON – no comment 
22/03351/TPOCON – no objection to works to trees, however a 20m reduction seems excessive  
21/03337 – no objection.  
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23/008 Neighbourhood plan – standing item for any updates    Information 
The landscape assessment has been delayed to end Feb, then we will be in place to go to regulation 14 for 
statutory consultees and parishioners.   
Cllr Schwier arrived and so the Council returned to item 5 on the agenda, for Cllr Schwier’s address.  
23/009  Financial Matters - To note receipts and approve upcoming payments      Decision 
The Clerk summarised the current financial position and referred to appendix a.  
Cllr Rust proposed to accept the accounts and approve the listed payments, Cllr Westrope seconded this 
proposal, all voted in agreement.  
23/010   Confirmation of the Precept - the precept request documentation was signed by the 
Chairman, at a £0 increase for the coming year, which represents a small decrease to the public.   
23/011  Clerks Report – update of actions       Information 
The Xmas tree planter needs planting up, ASAP in order to have spring blooms. The three remaining planters 
need siting, Cllr Mackenzie is arranging this.  
Cllr Hexter has been in touch with BDC re: a grant for community gardening, and initially would like to put 
approx. 12 planters on the railings at the bottom of water lane, and would like to have Steeple Bumpstead in 
Bloom, clean, bright and beautiful in the village. Cllr Hexter would like approval to spend £2000, on this 
project. Cllr Swaby proposes that £2000 is put aside for the project, from general reserves, in the case that a 
grant is not forthcoming or not sufficient, Cllr Borges seconded all were in agreement.  
 

O T H E R  I T E M S  F O R  D I S C U S S I O N  
23/012 Churchyard Wall – an initial meeting needs to be rescheduled. The current suggestion is to 
tackle the wall in sections, as the PC is holding some funds for it, but not enough to complete all works on 
the whole wall. A site meeting would be preferable, and perhaps a WhatsApp group for quick responses that 
all can see.   
23/013 Tree survey 16th January – Caroline Hall will meet at 10am on the Camping Close by the play 
equipment then Humphries meadow and the churchyard & brook, guided by Chairman Cllr Barnes.  
23/014 South East New Energy – the Chairman updated the PC and slides were circulated. Kerry to 
follow up with David Phillips, deadline is 20/01 for a grant pre-application to the Jubilee Halls fund.  
23/015 Dogs on Camping Close – to agree wording for new signage. 
The PC had a lengthy discussion about this issue, which has come up several times in the last few years. The 
signs need updating and the Council intend to put up new signs in due course, however for the time being 
there will be no change in signage.  
23/016 Yellow Book Deadline – Friday 13th January – Cllr Denning and Cllr Hexter are writing this.  
23/017 Quality Council Status – Now we have a qualified Clerk, the PC can consider working 
towards the Quality Council Status. Cllr’s need training & electing. Elections are coming up in May, to be 
eligible.  
23/018 Information Sharing – Lanpro boards will be in the Moot Hall on Monday 3.30-6.30 or by 
appointment on Tuesday 17th (with Cllr Hexter) Also Finchingfield Bridge has a planning application in to 

rebuild CC/BTE/129/22 – this is on the County Council’s website.  
Cllr Westrope – metal posts on crescent bridge have been complained about, can we see if they can be 
removed. Cllr Mackenzie – Flooding in the Endway, becoming more serious and needs a focused approach, 
Cllr Shwier has asked to be informed; The Kings coronation event meeting will be on 7th Feb at village hall at 
7.30pm, Cllr Borges – none, Cllr Denning -none, Cllr Hexter – Essex community first aid volunteers, may be 
useful for our events, Library items are arriving and hopes to open this month. Cllr Swaby – first aid for 
events, has possible paramedics contact who do private work and can be approached for our events this 
year. Letter received re: planned power outage on 31st Jan, not sure how far is affected, Cllr Hill – none, Cllr 
Rust – handrail to footpath 10, steep steps which need a handrail Essex Highways on schedule to be done.  
 
23/019 Date of next meeting 9th February.  

Meeting Close – 10pm 
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Item Details Who 

23/005 Send an email to Cllr Schwier re: lack of cohesion in medical and social 
care out in the villages, particularly where GPs are in Suffolk, hospital in 
Cambridge / Suffolk etc.  

Cllr Hexter 

23/007 Draft an email / letter to Gabrielle Spray, the cabinet member for 
planning, re: Maltings Lane application. Please copy in Cllr Schwier and 
Cllr Garrod in the email.  

Cllr Borges 

23/011 Proceed with grant application. Purchases to be made by the Clerk, for 
VAT purposes.  

Cllr Hexter 

23/015 Add signage into the Open Spaces action plan for S106 money, deadline 

27/01/23 

Clerk 

23/018 Send details and photos of flooding in the village / at the endway to Cllr 

Schwier 

Cllr 

Mackenzie 

23/018 Enquire with the first aid providers, requesting a quote for the Kings 

Coronation 

Cllr Hexter 

 
Appendix A. Finance Report 
 

 
Appendix B – Actions update 
 
 
 
          Signed by Chairman 
          ……………………………. 
 
          Date ……………………. 
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