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STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL Meeting @ The Moot Hall 

 on Thursday 10th November 2022 AT 7.30pm  

 

Chair – Cllr Jon Borges 

Attendees – Cllr Swaby, Cllr Westrope, Cllr Mackenzie, Cllr Denning, Cllr Hexter, Cllr Rust.   

Also present – Cllr Garrod and Cllr Schwier 

Clerk: Mrs Julia Howard 

Member of the public - One 

M i n u t e s  
 
As the Chair and Vice Chair are absent, Cllr Hexter proposed that Cllr Jon Borges would chair the meeting, 
Cllr Swaby Seconded, all voted in agreement and the motion carried 
22/153  Welcome and to receive apologies for absence      Chairman 
Apologies from Cllr Barnes chairman of the Council and Cllr Hill vice chair of the Council   
22/154 Declarations of Interest  - none       Information  
22/155  To approve the minutes (previously circulated)      Decision 
Cllr Swaby proposed to accept the minutes as an accurate representation and Cllr Denning seconded, all 
were in agreement. 
22/156  Question Time          Information 
A representative from the village preschool attended the meeting to explain the current situation, as they 
are in financial difficulties. There are only 11 children currently.  
Cllr Garrod has raised this with BDC and looking into funds available to them. 
Currently the preschool needs an additional £5k to enable them to run until January. Volunteers would be 
helpful if they can be used in place of staffing. They need additional paying spaces; the free space children 
are the only spaces being used currently. The preschool had a bad Ofsted report due to an admin error re: 
DBS, awaiting another assessment but this may take 3-6 months. The preschool is still looking at its options.  
22/157 Invitation to Cllr Peter Schwier, Essex County Council and Cllr Diana Garrod, Braintree 

District Council to address the meeting on matters of mutual interest. 
Cllr Garrod’s report has been circulated, and is on the website.  
St Mary’s Walk was missed on the channel sweeping route, the Clerk contacted Cllr Garrod who was able to 
get in touch with the correct department who have advised that it was missed due to cars parked restricting 
access, but the channel sweeper was sent back out.  
Garden waste collections stop 21/11 and restart in February. The meeting then moved on to item 22/169 
before returning to hear the County Councillors report.  
Cllr Schwier addressed the PC, the County Council is currently looking into their budget, as is BDC, this is 
quite a difficult time. Currently spends £640m/year on social care, costs of tarmac, labour etc. is all  
increasing and therefore, increasing stresses. ECC are training retrofit engineers, to retrofit social housing, 
trying to improve the energy efficiency standards of housing. Free meals were funded for children during 
October half term again. Avian flu requires that birds are kept indoors.  Information that is shared, largely is 
placed onto the PC’s website. Cllr Schwier has some funds in his locality fund.  
22/158 Pre-school Steeple Bumpstead Pre-school is in financial difficulty and risk closure, how can 

the PC assist. - as above       Decision 
Following on from item 22/156 The Preschool are struggling financially and worried they may have to close 
at the end of November/December unless they have a funding boost or additional sessions booked. They 
have set up a Go Fund me page gofund.me/026d1d9f for donations. Usually they would fund raise but over 
the last 2 years they haven’t been able to. The PC Christmas event will have a raffle with proceeds to the 
preschool. The PC would like to support the Preschool should they ask for a grant, but would need to see 
some figures and information about how the money would help. (The PC have a draft Grant Policy)   
The Preschool could also apply for the locality fund Grant or Community Challenge fund, details sent to the 
Clerk by Cllr Schwier. The Clerk will forward this on.      
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22/159 Christmas Event update –       Decision 
Details: Friday 2nd December from 5.30pm. Starting with children singing carols, then an address from the PC 
Chairman, and light switch on at 6.30pm. Followed by community led singing by the Cavell Choir. The Moot 
hall will be serving mince pies and squash and the raffle (in aid of the preschool) will be drawn in the Moot 
Hall at approx. 7.15 pm. Hot drinks and cakes will be served on the driveway of the old rectory raising funds 
for the church.   
The expenditure to be approved is £51.82 – Christmas decorations, £74 – Christmas tree upgrade 

£30 – Christmas Lights, £45 – refreshments for xmas event and £50 – Hamper for Christmas Raffle 

Cllr Denning proposed to agree with the spending of £250.82 for the Christmas tree event Cllr Mackenzie 
seconded this. All were in agreement. 
The PC have been successful in obtaining sponsorship and/or donations from several companies which will 
be listed and thanked at the next meeting. We are very grateful for all the support.  
Cllr Swaby, Cllr Westrope, Cllr Mackenzie and Nigel Chapman are still working together on a long term 
electrical solution, which the PC are willing to contribute towards, currently there is around £200 available in 
the budget which can be used for the electrics, any additional costs would need to be budgeted into the next 
year as previously discussed.    
Stewards will be needed for the evening – volunteers welcomed.  
22/160 Water Lane/Poppy fields Development an update re: lack of a pavement  Information  
Chairman Cllr Barnes met with residents on 1/11/22 Some are reluctant to get involved others are keen to 
have a pavement, others were more concerned about the speed of vehicles and consider that traffic calming 
may be more appropriate. It seems further negotiation is required, perhaps an option to provide calming 
and a pavement combined. Cllr Barnes to follow up on this.  
22/161  Planning Applications 
New -   

 
This application was granted prior to the meeting 
Decisions -    

 

 
 
22/162  Neighbourhood Plan – waiting for the landscape assessment to be put together before next 
steps.  
22/163  Financial Matters - To note receipts and approve upcoming payments as circulated 
(appendix a)               Decision 
Cllr Rust proposed to approve the payments and accounts, Cllr Mackenzie seconded, all voted and were in 
agreement.  
  Budget Planning – for year 2022/23 – The clerk has been working on the budget and will 
liaise with the finance working group before circulating the budget proposal for next months meeting.  
22/164  Clerks Report - To note updated actions and update outstanding items Information 
See appendix b. There were several additional notes this month, which are recorded on the sheet.  
22/165  Open Spaces -updates from open spaces groups          Information & Decision 

Item 1. Volunteers Needed – there are a number of volunteer tasks coming up incl. raking 
leaves, planting flowers, planting trees, watering trees and stewarding the Christmas event. It was suggested 
that the PC look to request volunteers to help, but decided that the open spaces group will do this on an 
adhoc basis.    
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Item 2. ROSPA report action plan – to agree next actions 
Cllr Mackenzie has addressed the report and there were no outstanding urgent issues. There are many issues 
that need monitoring and the PC should budget to replace.  
There is a damaged rope and swing at the play area – notice is up warning users, also been on website and 
FB page. A quote from Mortimer of £1140 to replace the rope. Play dale have been asked to quote but 
haven’t yet. The Clerk is to ask Wickstead to quote too. The PC is due some S106 funding soon. Roy proposed 
to use the S106 funding, Cllr Hexter seconded, all agreed. The Clerk will look to apply for the funding, there 
needs to be 3 quotes.  
ROSPA reports bring up the disrepair of the slide each year. Cllr Mackenzie is to look into options and get 
quotes for next meeting.   

Item 3. Village Tree Survey – to make a decision on which quote to accept 
Caroline Hall quoted £750 complete, Shane Lanigan quoted £240 each site plus up to £60 / tree 
Cllr Swaby proposed to accept the quote by Caroline Hall, seconded by Cllr Hexter, all in favour. Clerk to 
make arrangements.  

Item 4. New Trees – 30 trees, ornamental cherry, silver birch and hornbeam have been 
delivered. SBWEG are happy to plant them, on the allocated site plan. Cllr Mackenzie to co-ordinate this.    
Cllr Swaby has got a quote for a bare large oak tree, approx. 15ft, £160 + delivery, this is to commemorate 
the Queen’s jubilee. To be planted near the village hall.  
Cllr Swaby proposed to purchase the tree from the tree account, Cllr Rust seconded, all voted in favour. 
Clerk and Cllr Swaby to liaise on ordering this in the name of the PC.  

Item 5. Flower Planters – First one is being placed by the Moot Hall for the Christmas tree, 
The remaining 3 will be placed around the village. Plants until summer are included and then will need to be 
budgeted for.  
22/166   S106 Monies – We will be able to access funding as part of the developments in the village 
the first £4k to be used by 2024, Clerk to get 3 quotes for replacement noticeboards. Cllr Mackenzie to get 3 
quotes for a replacement slide. Then plan how best to use the larger sum. This will involve a project group 
and should include members of the village – Cllr Hexter to put a notice in the YB article, clerk to set up an 
email address for this purpose. Anything to be claimed must be on the BDC open spaces action plan, which is 
open this month for amendments.  

O T H E R  I T E M S  F O R  D I S C U S S I O N  
22/167 Remembrance Parade – The village parade will go as usual, starting at 10.45am. A Silent 
soldier has been installed by Roy, on the village sign. Poppy wreath donation of £55 to be made.   
22/168 Highways Survey update – Cllr Ian Mackenzie and Cllr Ian Westrope updated the Council 
and it was noted they have done a fantastic job on surveying the roads of the village. This has been done, 
but needs sending to ECC or inputting on to the web portal, there are 50 photos, clerk has been in touch 
with Cllr Schwier who still has some priority spaces for urgent potholes. Cllr Westrope to identify the priority 
cases and the clerk will forward the information to Cllr Schwier.   
22/169 Solar farm proposal – This item was addressed directly after Cllr Garrod’s report in item 
22/157 update following information meeting with Lanpro representatives for the proposal. Cllr Hexter gave 
a summary of the meeting and information that was given. There are concerns about flooding and loss of 
farmland.  Until there is a planning application the PC are not able to either  
support or object to the proposal. The clerk has requested a copy of the slides to circulate.  The meeting 
then resumed with item 22/157 and Cllr Schwier’s report.  
22/170 Landscapes tender – for information, this has been postponed until spring. The Clerk is 
having training in February so will do the tender after the annual audit 
22/171 Event Planning – Kings Coronation 6th May 2023 – The PC need to budget for this. 
Suggestion to have a coronation lunch street party 12-6pm on Bank Holiday Monday, with a vintage car 
show, perhaps a dog show on the Sunday, perhaps on Saturday doing a best dressed house / scarecrow  
competition again. 
There is a suggestion to put £2k into next year’s budget. The first meeting will take place in January and 
volunteers will be needed. A road closure will be required.  
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22/172 Yellow Book Deadline – 18th November. To include Boxing Day walk. Cllr Hexter to draft the 
article and sent to the Clerk for submission.  
22/173  Information Sharing – Cllr Swaby – none, Cllr Westrope – none, Cllr Denning- none, Cllr 
Hexter – library still not open, waiting for improved equipment, Cllr Mackenzie – none, Cllr Rust – keeping an 
eye on footpaths, cleared vegetation on the bridge and some trees fallen on the footpaths, and has a broken 
post to replace. Cllr Borges – none.   
22/174  Next meeting – 8th December.  
22/175  Meeting Close – 9.50pm 
 
 
 
 

Item Details Who 

22/165 Item 2. Apply for s106 funding to replace 
broken rope. Obtain 3 quotes and follow 
procedure and then instruct contractor to 
replace rope 

Clerk 

22/165 Item 2. Look at replacement slide options Cllr 
Mackenzie 

22/165 Item 3. Instruct Caroline Hill to undertake tree 
survey 

Clerk 

22/165 Item 4. Co-ordinate planting of 30 trees Cllr 
Mackenzie 

22/165 Item 4. Purchase English Oak tree as displayed 
at PC meeting 

Clerk 

22/166 Set up email address for village regeneration 
emails 

Clerk 

22/166 Obtain 3 quotes for replacement notice 
boards 

Clerk 

22/166 Add information to the Yellow Book to ask for 
parishioner’s views on how the money should 
be spent  

Cllr Hexter 

22/168 Identify priority potholes  Cllr 

Westrope 

   

 
                                                                                              Signed By Chairman……………………………… 
                                                                                              Date ……………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
Appendix a. Finance report 
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Appendix b. Clerks report on actions 
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