District Councillor's Report to Parish Councils December 2025			
Cllr. Diana Garrod - Bumpstead Ward

Scheduled Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders & Roadworks
Works at New England, Sturmer Road. Ongoing for Utility Asset Works. Anglian Water.  Project: SEW-12079 - Stambourne Pump Away Scheme. Installing underground storm water storage pipes. 
E: onealliancecustomers@anglianwater.co.uk T: 03457 145 145.

Intended closure of Water Lane, Steeple Bumpstead from 1st to 14th December 2025 for surfacing. Permit ID: EP02231012514  See: https://one.network/

Local Plan Review to 2041 – Update
Officers from the Planning Policy team have been working on bringing forward sites for the Committee to consider at the next meeting scheduled 11th December. These are some sites previously rejected for inclusion in the new Local Plan but need to be reviewed in order to make up the numbers towards BDC’s housing target. It is possible that sites in the Bumpstead Ward will be reconsidered.

Government Changes to Planning: As part of the government’s drive to reach their target of building 1.5 million homes this Parliament, a number  of proposed changes to the planning system have been announced by Steve Reed, Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government. Two key points are: planning applications for developments within reasonable walking distance of well-connected train stations are expected to be approved. Secondly, local authorities must inform the Secretary of State if they plan to refuse an application for 150 or more homes. The Secretary of State will then determine whether to assume responsibility for the decision-making process and approve the application. This last point has raised considerable concerns among local authorities who see it as a dilution of the decision-making powers of planning oﬃcers and planning committees. 

Council Meeting 8th December – Motion Proposed
The Cabinet Member for Planning has put forward the following motion for debate at the forthcoming council meeting scheduled 8th December 2025.
“This Council has serious concerns over the Government's plans to limit local council's abilities to block large housing developments. It does not agree with the suggested requirement to refer developments over 150 units to the Secretary of State. Whilst not shirking the need to build for the future and progressing its own Local Plan refresh, Braintree District Council reaffirms its commitment to the importance of local decision making, with the purpose of ensuring quality new homes and the best possible mitigations of growth for existing communities. The Council requests that the Leader writes to the Secretary of State  requesting an urgent rethink and recommending that the Government acts on  tackling developers who fail to build out once granted planning permission, thus undermining the planning system for local authorities, such as Braintree District Council, who grant significant planning applications.”

Local Government Reorganisation – Update and Consultation
The Government has decided to consult on all four proposals submitted for local government reorganisation in Greater Essex. The consultation will run for seven weeks from 19th November.
The consultation is live until Sunday 11 January 2026. We expect the Government to announce its "minded to" decision in February 2026.

You can view the consultation and take part: https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation/essex-southend-on-sea-thurrock/

Tom Walker has been appointed as Interim Chief Executive Officer of the Greater Essex Combined County Authority. Tom will lead the crucial next stage in establishing the future Greater Essex Combined Authority.  He is currently the Executive Director for Policy, Economy, Investment and Public Health at Essex County Council.

Solagen – Appointed Voluntary Liquidators
Solagen, a company which has supplied many Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) in this area went out of business in November 2025.  Essex County Council have appointed a new supplier, Westcotec.

Essex County Council Budget 2026/2027 – Have Your Say
Next year, ECC will spend over £2 billion. This includes funding for essential services and investment in the county’s infrastructure and future growth. Currently Greater Essex is also in the process of establishing a Mayoral Combined County Authority (MCCA). This will result in a directly elected Mayor from May 2026. The Mayor will pick up some responsibilities from Essex County Council. Any related feedback from the survey will be used in planning for the MCCA.  The consultation is open until 15th December 2025: https://survey.euro.confirmit.com/wix/9/p526440153019.aspx

New Waste and Recycling Collection Service – Update
Braintree District Council have sent letters to all households across the district outlining the results of recent property assessments to confirm the type of waste and recycling collection service each household will receive from 1st June 2026. Assessments have been conducted across the district based on a range of criteria including access, storage space, and safety considerations. This is to ensure each household receives the most appropriate waste containers.

A household allocated to the standard waste collection service, in addition to their current grey wheeled bin provision, will receive two new 240 litre recycling wheeled bins:  
 
· Red-lidded wheeled bin for paper and card recycling  
· Blue-lidded wheeled bin for mixed recycling    
  
A household allocated to the non-standard waste collection service will receive alternative containers, such as:  
· 4 x 55 litre lidded boxes for paper and card recycling   
· 4 x 55 litre lidded boxes for mixed recycling   
 
The details of what each individual property is set to receive are set out in the letter. Braintree District Council will no longer provide clear plastic sacks for recycling waste. All recycling must be presented loose in the recycling bins or boxes provided. Info at https://www.braintree.gov.uk/wastechanges 


Cllr. Diana Garrod
Braintree District Councillor - Bumpstead Ward
