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STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL Meeting @ The Moot Hall                             

ON Monday 26th September 2022 at 7.30pm  

Chairman: Kerry Barnes 
In attendance: Cllr Hill, Cllr Rust, Cllr Borges, Cllr Denning and Cllr Swaby 
Also present: Cllr Diana Garrod 
Clerk: Mrs Julia Howard 
Members of the public: None.  

M i n u t e s  

22/110  Welcome and to receive apologies for absence      
The chairman opened the meeting with a note regarding the recent death of the Queen and how the 
Councillors and community pulled together to replace the flag rope, re-fit the refurbished purple 
bench and lay floral tributes and heartfelt notes.  
Apologies received from Cllr Westrope, Cllr Mackenzie, Cllr Hexter and Cllr Schwier. 
22/111 Declarations of Interest  - Cllr Rust, re: item 22/123 village hall noise but no 
decisions are required.  
22/112  To approve the minutes (previously circulated)      
of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th July 2022 & 8th September 2022.  
Cllr Rust proposed to accept the minutes as a true record, Cllr Denning seconded and all were in agreement. 
In the case of the 8th September, which was adjourned, the minutes have been signed for the purposes of 
record keeping.   
22/113  Question Time          

none 
22/114 Invitation to Cllr Peter Schwier, Essex County Council and    

Cllr Diana Garrod, Braintree District Council  
Cllr Garrod highlighted the recent increases in crime in nearby villages. Discretionary funding people in 
eligible households in council tax bands E-H are being offered £150 to help with rising energy costs. This is 
part of the government's Energy Bills Rebate scheme announced earlier this year. 
People in receipt of Personal Independence Payment, Disability Living Allowance or those who consider 
themselves to be suffering from financial hardship and not in receipt of a rebate under the mandatory 
scheme, will need to apply by calling BDC’s Revenues team on 01376 557755. 
Those who are eligible and currently pay their council tax by direct debit will have the payment issued 
automatically to their bank account as soon as possible. Those who are eligible and do not pay by direct 
debit, including those who pay by standing order, will have received a letter asking for bank details to 
arrange payment. 
People who do not qualify under any of the criteria but are facing financial difficulties paying their council 
tax, are urged to contact BDC’s Revenues Team on 01376 557755. 
Essex County Council – Summary of Services (NB: updated as new services become available):  
https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/cost-of-living  
https://www.essex.gov.uk/money-debt-and-benefits/money-and-debt 
https://www.southend.gov.uk/extra-financial-help/essential-living-fund 
 
Please see Cllr Garrod’s full update on the PC’s website.  
Also, two complaints have been received which were passed to the Clerk for further actions, regarding trees 
planted by East Light housing which have died and motorbike noise nuisance on the Finchingfield Road. The 
Clerk will make contact regarding the trees. The Chairman gave an update on previous progress regarding 
antisocial vehicle noise (both cars and motor bikes)  
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22/115  Defibrillator Proposal – to discuss for an additional village location.   
Cllr Westrope, Carol Jones, from the First Responders, and the village shop would like to install a defibrillator 
at the village shop for the use of the village. They are able to get a grant for £600 if the PC will support and 
assist in this. The full cost is £1745+vat. The PC has two decisions to make.   
 Decisions  1. Are we happy to act as receiver of the grant?  
   2. Are the PC happy to contribute to the cost of the defib and how much? The PC will 
not have any ongoing financial responsibilities to the defib.  
 
Cllr Swaby proposed that the PC would be happy to act as the receiver of the grant on behalf of the shop and 
that the PC will contribute towards the cost of the defib to the amount of up to £385.59, which is the figure 
currently in the PC’s contingency budget, however if there are sufficient other donations then the figure 
could be reduced accordingly. Cllr Denning seconded the proposal, all Councillors voted in agreement and 
the motion was passed.  
JH speak to Ian w.   
22/116 Energy & Low Carbon projects - Helping communities reduce energy costs and act 
on climate change. Chairman Cllr Barnes had a meeting with the climate change team regarding 
having a free assessment of the area and a feasibility study to identify where the low carbon 
solutions may be (within the village) and help to link this up with funding to move it forward.  
They spoke about solar allotments, where villagers could benefit from solar panels even when they can’t 
have them on their own properties. Chairman Cllr Barnes will contact them to take this forward. Need David 
Phillips to agree for the village hall to apply for it as a charity 
 
22/117  Planning Applications  

 
 
22/02111/HH - Support the proposal, 22/02093/TPOCON - No objection, 22/02091/TPOCON - No objection 
to felling but would like some more suitable trees to be planted in place of the 12 being removed. 
22/02047/TPOCON - Support, 22/02309/REM - Send in the neighbourhood plan design codes, 22/02317/HH 
- No objection, 22/02371/HH - No objection 
22/02309/REM - a member of the public has raised concerns about this development - There was discussion 
on the topic and the points raised by the resident along with other flooding related discussions. The PC agree 
that moving the 30mph speed limit to the village sign would be a positive change and safer. The Clerk is 
asked to write to highways in this regard. (And tie in with the previous request re: Finchingfield rd. speed 
sign) 
Decisions – 22/02093/TPOCON 14 church street - granted 
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22/118  Neighbourhood development plan, to receive an update   
There was a Neighbourhood planning meeting to agree to go to regulation 14 and to get the landscape 
survey done by Wynne-Williams and to get the public survey done by the RCCE. Costing £6450+VAT (with a 
grant) and £420+VAT respectively.    
Cllr Borges proposed to spend the figures as above seconded by Cllr Hill all in agreement 
22/119  Financial Matters - To note receipts and approve upcoming payments     
It was agreed that the clerk will also pay the outstanding handyman invoice at the quoted  
Figure of £190 - Cllr Rust proposed to approve the payments list and financial records, Cllr Hill seconded and 
all voted in agreement.  
  Audit Update - The external audit was signed off and the notice of conclusion was put on 
the noticeboards/website on 20th September and will remain there for fourteen days 
22/120  Clerks Report - To note updated actions and update outstanding items  
22/121  Open Spaces -updates from open spaces groups           
The environment group are going to be planting some of the Queens green canopy trees and wants 
to put in a water butt to the equipment store shed at camping close, the PC support this.   

Item 1. In memorandum of Queen Elizabeth II    - looking to plant a mature tree at 
the camping close preferably in a prominent position. Open spaces working group to look into this further.  

Item 2. ROSPA report action plan – defer to next meeting 
Item 3. Village Tree Survey – Shane Lanigan is providing us with a quote to do this 
Item 4. Flower Planters – defer to next meeting 

22/122   Councillor Training – training on code of conduct and finances update. The Clerk gave a brief 
update on the new Code of Conduct which hasn’t yet been adopted by BDC. Then summarised some key 
points around conduct, respect and diversity and a reminder that personal bank accounts and personal email 
addresses should not be used for Council business. If they are and there is an issue, you risk having your 
personal accounts suspended while they are looked into. We will come back to the training at a later date, 
however the EALC are offering training on this and new Councillor training if any Councillors would like to 
attend.  
The PC would also like to be in a position to apply for Quality Status, which can be done once the clerk is 
qualified (CiLCA), one of the criteria is that Councillors ought to be undergoing training.  

O T H E R  I T E M S  F O R  D I S C U S S I O N  
22/123 Village Noise Nuisance – Cllr Rust and Cllr Borges were present at the public  
meeting and the issues appear to now be resolved. The committee were very receptive to the  
concerns raised.  
22/124 Grants – An update on the CIF grant progress and planning for future grant 

applications - Deferred to the next meeting 
22/125 Churchyard Wall Update – update on the progress of the churchyard wall working group 

which the PC are part of.  – defer to next month 
22/126 Highways Survey update – Cllr Ian Mackenzie and Cllr Ian Westrope are still to do this.   
22/127 Flooding Update – Update on flooding in the village / Bumpstead Brook - deferred to next 

meeting 
22/128  Christmas Event update – update following first working group meeting  
The Event scheduled for Friday 2nd December 5.30pm start, lights switch on at 6.30pm the next Working 
Group meeting is 27th Sept.    
22/129  Information Sharing – Remembrance Day-St Mary’s are hosting the service and the choir 
will sing at the remembrance parade, Cllr Rust – Waltons lane have been in touch and are waiting for further 
information, Cllr Borges – none, Cllr Denning – None, Cllr Swaby – interested in looking at additional ways to 
support the remembrance i.e., Silent soldiers. (JH and Roy to look into it for next meeting) Cllr Hill – none, 
Chairman - none 
22/130  Next meeting – 13th October 2022  
22/131  Meeting Close - 21.34 
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Actions:  
 

22/114 contact East Light housing about trees that have died Clerk 

22/114 Chase up Finchingfield rd. 30mph limit Clerk 

22/115 Clerk to move forward with the defib grant paperwork Clerk 

22/116 Kerry to speak to the village hall about being the charitable 
body for the assessments to be arranged under 

Chairman 

22/117 22/02309/REM - a member of the public has raised concerns 
about this development - There was discussion on the topic 
and the points raised by the resident along with other 
flooding related discussions. The PC agree that moving the 
30mph speed limit to the village sign would be a positive 
change and safer. The Clerk is asked to write to highways in 
this regard. (And tie in with the previous request re: 
Finchingfield rd. speed sign) 
 

Clerk 

22/118 Instruct Wynne Williams to go ahead with the landscape 
survey and RCCE that we would like them to do our 
Neighbourhood plan residents survey and collate the results.  

Clerk  
 

22/121/ 

Item 1 
looking to plant a mature tree at the camping close 
preferably in a prominent position 

Open spaces group 
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Appendix b  

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                           Signed By Chairman……………………………… 
                                                                                                           Date ……………………………………………………. 
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