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STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL Meeting @ The Moot Hall                             

ON Thursday 14th July 2022 at 7.30pm  

Chairman: Cllr Barnes 

Attendees: Cllr Westrope, Cllr Borges, Cllr Rust, Cllr Swaby, Cllr Denning  

Also present: Cllr Garrod 

Clerk: Mrs Julia Howard 

Members of the Public: one in attendance.  
 

M i n u t e s  
22/089  Welcome and to receive apologies for absence     Chairman 
Apologies from Cllr Hexter, Cllr Mackenzie and Cllr Hill 
22/090 Declarations of Interest       Information  
Cllr Swaby – re: Tanyards Public Right of way (22/097) 
22/091  To approve the minutes (previously circulated)     Decision 
of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th June 2022 – Cllr Swaby proposed to accept them as a true 
record of the meeting, Cllr Rust seconded, all voted in agreement. 
22/092  Question Time         Information 
A Member of the public came to talk to the Parish Council regarding the veteran’s football team. The 
football club re-starting in a new form in Steeple Bumpstead. They have spoken to the chairman of 
Dynamos and chairman of the village hall and would look to start to after 11th September. A fixture 
list will be shared before commencement.   
22/093 Invitation to Cllr Peter Schwier, Essex County Council and Cllr Diana Garrod, 

Braintree District Council to address the meeting on matters of mutual interest. 
Cllr Schwier was not present.  
Cllr Garrod shared the key points from her report, which is on the PC’s website. 
Key headings within the report include Local Plan, Green energy consultation, Cost of Living crisis, 
BDC has a new CEO – Mr Dan Gascoyne. The long covid van has re-booked for the 10th August and 
will be at the village shop. Verge cutting update – Safety cuts can be requested by contacting BDC 
Customer Services on 01376 552525.   
 
22/094  Planning Applications 
 

 
2 Churchfields walk – no comment from the PC on this application. No trees are being 
removed, this is likely routine maintenance.  
Decisions 
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22/095  Neighbourhood development plan, to receive an update  Information 
The landscape assessment quotes have come in and one has been selected. Chairman Cllr Barnes 
will submit a grant application for this, and the plan will refer to the landscape assessment as an 
appendix.  
It will in due course, go to statutory consultees and then go to the village residents for consultation. 
We have had quotes to get some things printed but will prefer to use electronic means where 
possible and there will be a village meeting on the subject.  
22/096  Patient Participation Group (PPG) update from Cllr Hill   Information 
Cllr Peter Hill attended a PPG meeting on Monday 20th June. 
Madeleine Finn was elected as Chair and the group plan to meet every 3 months. There will be 3 key 
members of the Clements practice attending the meetings as well. 
Madeleine was head teacher at Castle Manor school for many years until her recent retirement and 
lives in Helions Bumpstead. She was registered in Steeple Bumpstead surgery as the majority of our 
parishioners were. She is gathering together terms of reference for the PPG.  
Cllr Hill will keep in touch with Madeleine and hopes to assist her to make the group an effective 
PPG.  
22/097  Open Spaces -updates from open spaces groups          Information & Decision 
Parishioners may be aware of some changes in the past few months to the access route for the 
footpath through Tanyards, from Camping close, here is a brief update. The PC are no longer 
involved in any discussion regarding the footpath.   
1. The property owner has asked for a diversion of the footpath, which they will pay for (or part of as Highways 
also need to complete their diversion by the bridge)  
2. There is a delay on the diversion and so Highways wants the landowner to pay for a temporary diversion, 
which has been declined as there is no set timeframe and it is expensive. Therefore, the landowner has re-
opened the original route. Both options are now available for the public to use  
3. The landowner believes that the tree line and kissing gate belong to themselves 
4. PROW team do not see a need for any gate to be in place on footpaths unless there is livestock, however as 
the landowner can do this  
5. There is a backlog with highways and so we can't say when this will be finalised, it may take more than a 
year.  
Previously permission was given for a temporary diversion for safety reasons (tiles falling from the garage roof) 
and at this point the landowner moved the Kissing Gate and blocked off the original access. The original access 
is now re-opened but the Kissing Gate has not been put back.  

Item 1. Meakins Funfair – request to use Humphrey’s meadow again in September. 
The fair was good and the people were friendly, it was well attended. There was less there than at 
the previous fair, but still fun. It is thought that there was an increase of opportunistic crime in the 
village which may have been linked to the additional people in the village, however unlikely to be 
directly related to the fair. There was also some litter left on site.  
Following discussion, the Council was asked to consider whether the fair should come back to the 
village and use Humphrey’s meadow again. 
Cllr Swaby proposes to allow them to return and monitor the local crime rate and litter, this was 
Seconded by Cllr Borges and all agreed. Motion passed. The Clerk will make contact with them.  

Item 2. ROSPA report received – 
The ROSPA report identified a number of actions, Cllr Mackenzie will put together a list of actions 
again. More play bark is also required. The Councillors would like to review the report and see what 
actions can be undertaken in house or with the use of volunteers.  

Item 3. Update on meeting with Alex from Country Gardens –  
Chairman Cllr Barnes and Cllr Swaby met with Alex from Country Gardens (who is the appointed 
landscapes contractor for the Parish Council) and discussed some of the emerging issues with 
nettles, ivy and areas that need to be cut back further. Alex has confirmed that he will do this in 
place of grass cutting which is not needed due to the dry weather conditions.  
Re-tendering the contract was discussed, this is a routine issue and is no reflection of the work that 
is done by Alex or Country Gardens, but for equity and transparency, also because we are aware that 
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the last tender was around 6 years ago and things have changed since then, including fuel prices. For 
next financial year, the PC aims to have the new contract in place, with a tender in December, 
including a cost of living / inflation escalator.  

Item 4. Village Tree Survey – 
The PC need to define the terms of reference and provide a map for the arborculturalist – Check 
whether Cllr Mackenzie has the map already from the work he was doing with the Queens tree 
canopy. Clerk to check whether we need competitive quotes for this. 
Chairman Cllr Barnes noticed that the tree on the opposite side of the carpark has developed canker 
and is not looking very healthy and will need monitoring.  

Item 5. Street Name update – street name for 4 Helions development update 
The developer has chosen to put forward Reeds Place as their preference.  
22/098  Financial Matters - To note receipts and approve upcoming payments    Decision 
The list of upcoming payments was reviewed Cllr Borges proposed to accept them and Cllr Swaby 
seconded, all voted in agreement. 
22/099  Clerks Report -           Information 
The actions list was shared, and updates noted.    
22/100  Publication scheme – adoption of recently drafted document  Decision 
Cllr Swaby proposed to accept the Publication Scheme which has already been approved by the 
Policies working group. Cllr Rust seconded this, all voted to agree and the document was adopted.  
    

O T H E R  I T E M S  F O R  D I S C U S S I O N  
22/101  Highways Survey – request to identify and report potholes for repair 
Cllr Mackenzie and Cllr Westrope undertook a tour of the village recording all the issues. Cllr 
Westrope and Cllr Mackenzie will do this again.    
22/102  CIF Grant Update – report from Grants working group (closing date 19/8)  
Cllr Hexter has been looking at this, but needs to pass it on to someone else to do the next stage. In 
addition to those listed last month, Chairman Cllr Barnes would also like to apply for some mature 
trees. Clerk to look at this.  
Clerk to circulate CIF application form and see if anyone wants to do an application 
22/103  Yellow Book – deadline is 15th July. Cllr Denning has drafted the article. Clerk has 
obtained an extension until Monday and will request that there is a longer time frame in future as 
this is generally hard to meet.  
22/104 HM Platinum Jubilee update –  
Medals have been received and are being distributed where possible. The ‘mop up meeting’ is due 
to be rescheduled shortly.    
22/105  Information Sharing 
Chairman Cllr Barnes asked each person around the table and there were no items for future 
agendas or information.  
22/106  Next meeting 11th August, 7.30pm tbc  
22/107  Meeting Close – 9pm 
Actions  

22/097 Item 1. Send application forms to Meakins fair Clerk 

22/097 Item 2. Create an action plan from the ROSPA report Cllr Mackenzie 

22/097 Item 3. Schedule landscapes tender for the Autumn Clerk 

22/097 Item 4. Liaise with Cllr Mackenzie regarding village tree map Clerk 

22/100 Publish the publication scheme on the PC’s website Clerk 

22/101 Undertake a survey of the village roads and report to 
Highways 

Cllr Westrope and Cllr Mackenzie 

22/102 Circulate grant documents to Councillors Clerk 

22/102 Complete grant applications for the list created in June All 

22/103 Complete and submit yellow book article Cllr Denning and Clerk 

22/103 Request date change for the YB deadlines Clerk 
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Appendix a. Finance report 
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Appendix b. Clerks report / actions update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                           Signed By Chairman……………………………… 
                                                                                                           Date ……………………………………………………. 
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