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   STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING @ The Lecture Hall                            

ON Thursday 12th August 2021 at 7.30pm 

M I N U T E S 

Chairman: Cllr Peter Hill (Vice Chair) 

Present: Cllr Mackenzie, Cllr Rust, Cllr Girvan, Cllr Borges 

Also in attendance: Cllr Garrod 

Parish Clerk: Julia Howard 

Members of the Public: Four members of the public 

21/225 Welcome and Apologies 
The chairman welcomed members of the public and Councillors and ran through some 
introductions.  
Apologies were conveyed for Cllr Kerry Barnes (Chairman), Cllr Schwier, Cllr Westrope and 
Cllr Fellows.  

21/226 Declarations of Interest – None 

21/227 Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated) – Item 21/218 (highlighted) tree 

surgeon stated tree to be 20m but this is not correct, and should be noted as such. 
21/228 Question Time – Question from a member of the public, with a letter provided (see 

appendix 1), re: tree felling and planning applications. The member of the public is 
concerned that the PC is not consistent in decisions to remove trees. A written response 
will be provided, though there will be a delay due to holiday commitments within the PC 
and of the Clerk of more than 14 days.  
Member of the public 2 – spoke in support of tree comments above, asking for a 
consistency and openness of how trees are handled. Concerned about enforcement 
notices being applied to properties. This does not require an additional letter, but is in 
support of the above. 
The Chairman commented that he has heard the concerns and takes this seriously. The 
matter will be responded to directly to the first member of the public in writing as 
discussed. 
  

Member of the public 3, asked a question regarding Public Right of Way which used to go 
across a bridge, and would now go through the river, so members of the public cross 
through the resident’s property.  However, repairs to the slate roof are required and 
there may be slate roof tiles falling, and could cause a danger to passers-by. Clerk to liaise 
with the Highways team to enquire about a temporary diversion. This is a complicated 
issue and we will need to look at this further, particularly because Cllr Barnes (Chairman) 
has previously been in discussion with the resident and wasn’t present at the meeting. 
Therefore, we have requested the member of the public to provide contact details to the 
clerk (by way of an email) to discuss this further.  

21/229 District Councillor’s Report – this is on the PC website, and appendix 2.  
Cllr Garrod highlighted some areas of particular interest within the report; Many road 
closures – Clerk to put them on the website (and see appendix 2).  
BDC has a dedicated employment officer – contact Paul Weaver.  
Steeple Bumpstead GP services – Cllr Garrod has been assisting in liaising with the GP 
service – see report.  
Cllr Garrod has also volunteered as a Mental Health champion – see notes 
 
Also, crime statistics, there hasn’t been much in this area, but in surrounding areas. 
Catalytic converters, shed contents theft, thefts from clothes bins, a chestnut horse was 
stolen from Black Notley and £700 diesel from a tractor in Great Bardfield. 

21/230 County Councillor’s Report – no monthly report is provided; however, emails  
have been sent to PC Councillors throughout the month, highlights are in appendix 3.  
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21/231 CCTV Coverage. Suspicious activity / possible Drug Dealing in the village – There 
have been reports of suspicious activity, possibly drug dealing in the village, by the village 
hall. The Village Hall has CCTV cameras, these could do with improving and repositioning 
to capture better footage.  
The clerk has been in contact with PC Draper and circulated actions to take as follows;  
Be vigilant, make people aware of the problem and to report it using crime stoppers or Essex police 
digital services (saves waiting on the phone) make sure to give as much detail as possible number 
of people, sex, age, descriptions and most importantly vehicle registrations.   
  
Our Neighbourhood Policing team can also do some checks and maybe visit the registered keepers, 
if registration number are provided 

The Parish Council will seek to provide the police with information regarding the identity 
of the vehicle/s, if safe to do so.  
Clerk to write to village hall committee re: CCTV and updating it.  

21/232 Flooding issues within the village –  
We were made aware that 1 property at Water Lane did suffer with water ingress. There 
were numerous pictures shared and we have been asked to forward these to Cllr Schwier 
– all Councillors are asked to provide photos and addresses to the clerk to put forward to 
the County Councillor. Members of the public may also do this, please include postcodes 
where possible.  
Drains were cleared shortly after; blocked drains may have attributed to the flooding.  
Reports of this can be put directly through to the County Council by members of the 
public too, and photos will always be helpful, along with postcodes (or what3word 
locations)   

21/233 Planning & Consultations (applications received between now and the meeting date may 

also be discussed) 
ITEM 1. Applications and Decisions 
21/02138/TPOCON - The Old Vicarage, 1 Finchingfield Road – no objection (for 
ratification) – no comment on this matter was put forward when asked at the 
meeting.  
21/02273/TPOCON - STREET RECORD, Poppy Field – new housing estate, want to 
remove 3 or 4 trees around the corner of North Street, in order to put in a footpath, 
which the PC requested and see as essential for the safety of the public. This is 
deferred to the planning working group.  

ITEM 2. Neighbourhood Plan (standing Item) – nothing to report at this point 
 

21/234 Emergency Plan Review – update contact details and Councillor membership, however 
the plan is sound and will be sent through to BDC and updated on the PC website.  

21/235 Councillor Vacancy – 1 vacancy which is valid until 20th August, the PC would then seek 
to co-opt in September at the PC meeting.  

21/236 Finance and Administration - EON has sent a letter about unit price changes which will 
affect our bill. However, as we are paying for unmetered charges, we may need to check 
that this is correct for the PC, since having the LED streetlights installed. 
ITEM 1. Clerk’s report – (appendix 4). Cllr Mackenzie proposed to accept this as an accurate 

account and Cllr Borges seconded, all in agreement.   
ITEM 2. Personnel (the public meeting may be suspended for this item) suspended at 8.27pm and 

restarted at 8.38pm 

ITEM 4. Adoption of Policies (communication/ email policy and complaints plus 
schedule of charges to be reviewed / adopted) 
These have been reviewed by the policy working group and Cllr Girvan proposed that the 
PC adopt them, Cllr Borges seconded and all voted in favour.  

21/237 Open Spaces – Cllr Girvan is in the process of creating an outline request for 2 picnic 
benches to go outside the play area, to make up a picnic area and possibly another one 
for Humphrey’s meadow. The deadline for the outline request is Saturday, and  
then if accepted further work will be required.  
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ITEM 1. Trees – The PC is looking to have a number of trees planted around the  
village as part of the Queen’s jubilee event. Cllr Mackenzie is working with the SB 
Environmental Group on this project along with the Woodland’s trust.  
a. Memorial Tree/s – this is in progress; however, we can’t do anything more until after 
the HCT removed  
b. Humphrey’s meadow tree removal – expected for w/c 23/8 weather dependent. The 
PC is also in touch with a wood carver and hopes to be able to re-use the majority of the 
timber, depending on the condition of it.  
ITEM 2. Flower Planters – with money raised by the ‘Steeple Bumpstead Queen’s 
memorial fund’ events in the past; 4 flower planters have been purchased, with plaques 
on them. A delivery of plants was made, however two-thirds of them had died and so 
were all returned. The supplier will now provide a winter display, aiming for October 
installation. Ongoing there will be 2 plantings annually. The planters will not be positioned 
until plants have arrived.  
 

21/238 Highways and Footpaths 
ITEM 1. Church Lay-by update – this is now being looked at by highways, they propose a 
more environmentally hard-standing rather than originally agreed. Clerk to liaise with our 
PC Councillors for an opinion on this, however, it does seem acceptable at face value.  

ITEM 2. Salt Initiative – we are signed up to this but with no salt delivery requested. As 
the last 2 winters have been mild the PC holds a stockpile of salt/grit and therefore will 
again look to see whether some of the excess is required locally.  

21/239 Information Sharing – Cllr Rust – none, Cllr Mackenzie – none, Cllr Borges, none, Cllr 
Girvan – none, Cllr Garrod - none.  

21/240 Next Meeting – Thursday 9th September 2021, 7.30pm venue tbc.  

21/241 Meeting Close – the chairman closed the meeting at 9pm 

 
 

Action 1 21/227 Draft response to Member of the Public and send by post Chairman & vice 
chairman / Clerk to 
send 

Action 2 21/227 Follow up with Member of the Public 2, re: PROW. Also Liaise with 
Highways re: temporary re-routing.  

Chairman and 
planning working 
group and Clerk 

Action 3 21/231 Contact the Village Hall committee regarding updating the CCTV, also 
enquire with local police team re: funding options 

Clerk 

Action 4 21/232 – Email pictures and locations of flooding to Clerk for forwarding to 
County Councillor and EA 

ALL COUNCILLORS 
and clerk 

Action 5 21/233 – Planning working group to discuss a way forward for applications and 
clerk to submit consultee comments within the consultee deadlines where 
possible / required. Ratification at a later meeting may be required.  

Planning working 
group / clerk.  

Action 6 21/234 – Update contact details then share and publish on website Emergency Plan 
working group and 
Clerk 

Action 7 21/235 Item 3. Clerk to publish policies to the PC website, in their final format clerk 

Action 8 21/237 submit outline request to EALC for bench funding Cllr Girvan 

Action 9 21/238 Item 1. consult the PC re: church lay-by proposal Clerk 

Action 10 21/238 Item 2. Enquire whether anyone needs some of the excess salt Clerk 
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Appendix 1. Letter from a Member of the Public.  
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Appendix 2. – District Councillor’s Report 
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Appendix 3. – County Councillor’s Highlights 
 
 

Long term Covid - The Leader of Essex County Council (ECC), Cllr Kevin Bentley, has announced a new, 
independent commission which will identify the long-term effects of Covid-19, alongside the opportunities 
available to Essex residents and businesses to build a better future. An initial report will be produced by the 
end of 2021, outlining the likely long-term impacts of the pandemic and identifying any specific challenges. A 
final report in will be published in summer 2022 with recommendations on how local agencies and 
communities could manage risks and exploit new opportunities.  
Free School Meals and support for families- A final £3.6m Covid Local Support Grant from central 
government was available to provide free school meals over the summer holidays and extra support for 
families hit by the pandemic. 
Essex Public Health Information- Essex residents are reminded to remain cautious and Keep Covid in 
Check as the restrictions are lifted.   
Essex Highways Road Surfaces – Essex Highways’ crews have surfaced over 110 miles of road, the equivalent 
of a journey across Essex from border to coast and back, in the seven months of 2021 so far. Various 
processes were used, including: 

• Fast Coverage Surface Dressing, where machines quickly cover the road with sticky “binder” tar layer and then 
spread stones on top 

• Intensive micro-surfacing which is finished by hand 

• Full resurfacing where heavy machines grind off the existing road surface and the crew then lay new asphalt. 
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Appendix 4. – Clerk’s Report 
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