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 STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL Annual Council Meeting @ The Moot Hall                             

ON Thursday 11th May 2023 at 7.30pm  

M I N U T E S  
Chairman: Cllr Kerry Barnes 
Present: Cllr Hill, Cllr Rust, Cllr Hexter, Cllr Westrope, Cllr Mackenzie, Cllr Swaby.  
Clerk: Mrs Julia Howard 
 
ALL Cllrs signed their acceptance of forms prior to the start of the meeting 
23/054  Election of Chairman        Decision 
Cllr Kerry Barnes was proposed by Cllr Hill to be the Chairman of the Parish Council, this was seconded by Cllr 
Westrope, all voted to elect Cllr Barnes. There were no other nominations. Declaration of acceptance of office was 
signed by new chairman and witnessed by the clerk 

23/055  Election of Vice Chair        Decision 
Cllr Peter Hill was nominated by Chairman Cllr Barnes to be the Vice Chair, seconded my Cllr Mackenzie. All voted in 
agreement. Declaration of acceptance of office was signed by new chairman and witnessed by the clerk 

 
Following a successful appointment to both positions the meeting continued as per the agenda below 

23/056  Co-Option of Parish Councillor – to co-opt in to the current vacancy  Decision 
Rebecca Denning has applied to be co-opted again onto the Parish Council (she wasn’t able to attend the meeting 
but can be co-opted in her absence). Cllr Westrope proposed to Co-opt Rebecca Denning, seconded by Cllr Rust, all 
in agreement. Cllr Denning will be provided with a declaration of acceptance of office and a Declarations of interest 
form.  
23/057  Welcome and to receive apologies for absence      Chairman 
Apologies from Cllr Borges, Cllr Garrod and Cllr Schwier.  
RESOLUTION: A Formal extension was granted to Jon for signing his forms until the 1st June.  
23/058 Declarations of Interest  - None      Information  
23/059  To approve the minutes (previously circulated)      Decision 

of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th March 2023. – Cllr Hill proposed them as a true record, 
seconded by Cllr Mackenzie, all in agreement.  

23/060  Question Time -none        Information 
23/061 Invitation to Cllr Peter Schwier, Essex County Council and   Information  

Cllr Diana Garrod, Braintree District Council (report on the PC’s website) 
The Chairman read out part of the report relating to the airfield at Wethersfield, which led to a discussion. 
23/062  To receive reports from;        Information 

The Village Hall Committee – Cllr Borges sits on the VH committee, and would usually present the 
report however is not present at the meeting. Therefore, this item will be postponed for the next meeting.  

The Moot Hall Committee – Cllr Ian Westrope gave a presentation on the Moot Hall. It is now 
financially stable and this has taken some time to get back to following repairs some years ago. The Moot 
Hall is a charity and always looking to raise funds and keep the building maintained.  

Clerks report (circulated) the actions list from meetings is circulated regularly and kept up to date, 
ensuring actions are not overlooked.  

23/063  Essential Housekeeping for the Annual meeting    Decision 
Item 1. Adoption of Standing Orders, Financial Policy and Reserves Policy 

The policies WG have reviewed these and there is a minor change to the wording on 9b in SO’s  
Cllr Westrope proposed to adopt all 3, seconded by Cllr Mackenzie, all agreed.  

Item 2. Review and agreement of Delegation Arrangements and approve the scheme of delegation 
to the clerk. Delegation as per the past year to be approved, proposed by Cllr Swaby, seconded by 
Cllr Hill, all voted in agreement.  
Item 3. Review of working group responsibilities and membership to other bodies 

Cllr Hexter would like to be added to Open Spaces WG, Cllr Barnes would like to be removed from Policies and 
Highways and Police WG and suggests adding Cllr Rust on to the Highways and Police WG (Cllr Rust happy to) Cllr 
Swaby will join the policies and grants WG. Clerk to write up a new list and update the website. 

Item 4. To consider adopting GPOC (General Power of Competence) as now eligible   Decision 
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Following the May 23 elections where 8 Councillors were returned elected, and given that the Clerk is CiLCA 
qualified, the Council may now make the decision on whether to adopt GPC/ GPOC 
Proposed by Cllr Swaby, seconded by Cllr Hill, all voted in agreement.  
23/064  Planning 
Applications 
 

 
23/00685/HH recommended to approve already granted.  
23/0122/FUL no comment / no objection 
23/01058/FUL no objection 
Decisions 

 
Other – None at present.  
 
23/065  Neighbourhood development plan, to receive an update  Information 
17th May is the deadline for consultation.  
23/066  Council Meetings       Decision 
  Item 1. To agree dates and times for ordinary meetings for the next year (2023/24) 
The Council agreed to hold meetings each month except August and April (as per last year). Meetings to be held on 
the 2nd Thursday of the month at the Moot Hall. In April, the Annual Village meeting will be held – date to be 
confirmed, at the Village Hall.  
Dates of meetings will be: 8th June, 13th July, 14th September, 12th October, 9th November, 14th December, 11th 
January, 8th February, 14th March and 9th May (annual PC meeting)  
  Item 2. To agree the location for ordinary meetings – Moot Hall     
  Item 3. To agree a day / time for any other scheduled meetings Date for Annual Village Meeting to 
be confirmed. Annual PC meeting on Thursday 9th May 24.  
Proposed by Cllr Mackenzie, seconded Cllr Hill, all agreed.  
23/067  Financial Matters              To note and Decision 
  Item 1. To note receipts and approve upcoming payments – Cllr Hexter proposed to accept the 
payments listed, Cllr Rust seconded all were in agreement. (appendix b)  

Item 2. To approve the Year end accounts and Earmarked reserves for 2022/23  
  Item 3. To approve the Fixed Asset register as of 31/3/23 –  
Items 2 & 3 Proposed by Cllr Hexter, seconded by Cllr Rust, all in agreement.  
   Item 4. To receive the report from the Internal Auditor for 2022/23 & agree any action(p3 of AGAR) 
  Item 5. To complete and approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2022/23(P4 of AGAR) 

Item 6. To approve the Accounting Statements for 2022/23  - ( Page 5 of AGAR) 
Item 7. To note the dates for the Publication of Notice of Public Rights – Monday 5 June – Friday 14 

July 2023 – in reference to Item 4,5,6 & 7 Cllr Swaby proposed to accept these documents, Cllr Hill seconded 
and all agreed.  

  Item 8. To approve processing of regular payments list - separate document, approved.  
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  Item 9. To confirm Insurance cover for the coming year – due for renewal in June, so need to come 
back to this when the renewal notice is received 
  Item 10. To review the Council’s expenditure incurred under s137 (LGA 1972) – information shared 
and accepted. (appendix a) 
  Item 11. To confirm the Internal Auditor for 2023/24 –the PC happy to use Simpson again, all were 
happy to continue with the accredited accountancy firm.  
  Item 12. Review of earmarked fund accounts 

Current figures:  

£4,600.46  – War memorial 

£18,890.00  – Churchyard wall repair fund 

£1,016.00 – Neighbourhood Plan grant 

£5,000.00  – Maintenance to Assets 

£1,099.09  – Tree Surveys and Maintenance  

Proposed changes – Each year the PC has been budgeting a surplus for the Churchyard wall repair fund, the amount remaining 

from that figure is £4,675 (this forms part of the £12k)  
Recommendations 
1. The £4675 noted above goes to the Churchyard wall fund, taking the balance to £23,565 
2. No budget was requested for the King's Coronation, so recommend moving £350 from the surplus into the events budget line 
to support the event costs.  
3. £2000 goes to Tree Maintenance - we have a number of actions to undertake and this will support those costs 
4. £500 for a new budget line - Bumpstead In Bloom - for floral displays around the village - the grant received won't pay for the 
compost and flowers, plus we'd like to get lots of daff bulbs planted around the village.  
These 4 actions total: £7,525. Leaving £4,962. 

The proposal has already been discussed by the finance WG and was discussed amongst the Council. Other causes 
were raised and will be investigated in the future year.  
Proposals 1-4 AND remainder of £4,962 to move to Churchyard wall account was Proposed by Cllr Rust, seconded by 
Cllr Hill and all were in agreement.  
 

O T H E R   I T E M S   F O R   D I S C U S S I O N  
23/068  Coronation Update – with thanks to the Events group, led by Ian Mackenzie 
Cllr Mackenzie, events coordinator gave a summary of the events which were a great success. Including the Big Help 
Out on Monday which included gardening tasks, tidying the churchyard, oiling benches, and cleaning the war 
memorial. Donations were received from the excellent Ice Cream van, Molly Moos.  
Both pubs were busy over the weekend and the Red Lion held a BBQ and raised funds for Help the Heroes.  
A special thanks to Ian and Gloria for all their efforts in arranging and running the events.  
The Council hope to build on this success in our next event.  
23/069  Yellow Book Deadline  - 19th May 23, Cllr Hexter is putting the article together.  
23/070  Information Sharing – Cllr Mackenzie – missing timber bollard on Bower Hall drive, the hedge by the 
village hall needs reducing, Cllr Westrope – electrics for the xmas tree point needs addressing, North Street hedge is 
overhanging and obstructing the pavement again, Cllr Hexter – query about possible donation of poplar trees, query 
about the Solar farm at Wixoe. Cllr Swaby – bench delivered and needs to be installed and will undertake this with 
the OSWG, Cllr Rust – secured a small grant for the footpaths mainly to get boots, hi viz jackets and tools. Cllr Hill – 
nothing.   
23/071  Meeting Close & Date of Next meeting – Next meeting is the 8th June meeting.  
Meeting Closed at 21.42 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed by Chairman …………………… 
 
Date ……………………………………………. 
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Actions  
 
 

   

23/056 Cllr Denning to receive and sign DOA and DPI Clerk / Cllr Denning 

23/062 Request VH committee to attend next meeting  Clerk 

 
 
Appendix a.  
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Appendix b.  
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